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Pt111tlle' Spotts News 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY -Charleston, IL 61920 
217 1581·5981 
September 15, 1987 
PANTHERS HOST ILLINOIS STATE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL.--Eastern Illinois University's football 
Panthers open both their home season and defense of their 
Gateway Conference championship Saturday (Sept. 19) when they 
host Illinois State. 
Kickoff is 6:30p.m. CDT in O'Brien Stadium. It's Pork 
Day with the Illinois Pork Producers providing food and 
refreshments in the Tailgate area prior to the game. 
EIU won it's first game of the year defeating Northeast 
Missouri, 16-10, to even its record at 1-1. 
Illinois State opened the season with a 20-6 victory over 
Western Michigan last Saturday. 
"After a couple weeks on the road, I know the players are 
excited about the home opener .particularly against a 
strong league opponent like Illinois State," said head coach 
BOB SPOO. more 
page 3 
HOME OPENERS: The Panthers have had good fortune in recent 
home openers with nine straight wins dating back to EIU's 1978 
national championship season ... the last home opener loss 
was 10-7 to Northeast Missouri in 1977. 
GATEWAY CONFERENCE STANDINGS: 
Southwest Missouri 
Illinois State 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
Northern Iowa 
Indiana State 
Western Illinois 
Southern Illinois 
GATEWAY TODAY: 
GC 
1-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-0 
0-1 
Overall 
2-0 
1-0 
1-1 
1-1 
1-1 
1-1 
0-2 
EASTERN ILLINOIS hosts Illinois State 
Western Illinois hosts Indiana State 
Southwest Missouri hosts Nicholls State 
Northern Iowa hosts Montana State 
Southern Illinois at Austin Peay 
COACH BOB SPOO ON ISU: "Illinois State was picked third in 
the Gateway preseason poll and based on their performance in 
the first game, I'm sure they're every bit deserving of that 
selection. They are perennially a big team and this year 
seems to be no different. Looking at their roster from the 
first game, I was surprised at the number of underclassmen 
they have ... it's a team with a nice mixture of young and 
veteran players. They have fine special teams. They do some 
imaginative things with the special teams ... for want of a 
better term they come up with exotic plays with this group." 
COACH BOB SPOO ON EIU: "To play the kind of ball we're going 
to have to play, an important element is to rely on opponents 
mistakes and then capitalize on that ... such as the 
turnover ratio which has been in our favor. As one of the 
players said before the Northeast Missouri game, if we play 
hard and battle'em then the rest will take care of itself and 
something good will happen. We can't rely on outscoring an 
opponent in a game that turns into a free-for-all • • . we 
must play it close to the vest with a strong defense. But 
ultimately we must convert on offense once we get inside the 
25 yard line." 
, 
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DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 
NAME G/GS ST AT TT QB SACK TFL FF FR BLOCK PBJ 
Mike Briscoe 2(2) 16 2 18 1 Ben Stevenson 2(2) 11 11 22 
George Boykin 1(1) 4 4 8 1 R. L. Reynolds 2(2) 10 4 14 
Daryl Holcombe 2(2) 10 5 15 1 Scott Johnson 2(2) 4 3 7 2 Dale Lloyd 2(2) 10 3 13 3 Aaron Thomas 2(0) 1 3 4 
John Noll 2(0) 2 1 3 
Carl Parker 2(2) 4 2 6 
Juan Cox 1(0) 1 1 
Tom Govan 2(2) 2 2 
Dimitri Stewart 2(0) 3 3 
Eugene Humphrey 2(0) 1 1 2 
Jeff Rolson 2(2) 2 2 4 1 1 1 Mike Bollan 2(2) 1 3 4 
Ray Brown 1(0) 1 1 
Shon McCray 1 Dave Lewandowski 2(0) 1 1 
Tim Lance 1(1) 7 2 9 1 Rich Ehmke 1 1 
Rick Labiak 1(0) 1 
INT 
1 
1 
3 
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